
 

 

  

 

A Golden Achievement: A Message from CEO Paolo Diaz 

I am still reflecting on what an incredible evening Celebration of Achievement was 
this year. As we continue celebrating Family Tree’s 50th anniversary, the night felt 
like a true celebration of who we are as an organization and the community that 
surrounds this work. 

One of my favorite parts of the evening was simply getting the opportunity to 
connect with people throughout the night – meeting new supporters who are 
learning more about Family Tree’s mission for the first time, reconnecting with 



longtime partners and friends, and hearing so many meaningful conversations 
about the impact of this work. There was an energy in the room that you could feel 
throughout the evening – a sense of generosity, hope, connection, and a shared 
purpose. 

I was especially grateful for the opportunity to spend time with the Celebrants and 
hear more of their stories and journeys. Their honesty, courage, and willingness to 
share their experiences reminded all of us why Family Tree’s work matters so 
deeply. Moments like those are powerful reminders that behind every program and 
data point are real people, families, and stories. 

I wish to thank everyone who helped make the evening possible – our sponsors, 
attendees, silent auction donors, volunteers, Board members, staff, and 
community partners. Events like Celebration of Achievement are truly a collective 
effort, and the support shown throughout the evening was both humbling and 
inspiring. 

I also want to recognize the Family Tree Gifts & Community Support (GCS) team 
and our Development Committee for the months of planning, coordination, 
creativity, and hard work that went into making the event such a success. And a 
special thank you as well to Reggie Rivers for serving as our emcee and helping 
create such a warm and engaging atmosphere throughout the night. I think we are 
all jealous of those who will be watching a Broncos game in your Club 38, so thank 
you for your generosity.  

Hearing the song “Golden” felt fitting. The night truly was golden – not simply 
because we are celebrating 50 years, but because of the people who continue to 
believe in this mission and show up to support it. There was a genuine sense 
throughout the evening that when people come together around a shared purpose, 
something special happens. In many ways, it felt like together we were glowing – 
energized by the impact of this work and hopeful for what lies ahead.  

Our list of supporters is a mile long – or, more accurately, 26.2 miles long. I am 
also incredibly appreciative for the 25 runners who comprised Family Tree’s five 
relay teams during the Denver Colfax Marathon this weekend. Their willingness to 
get up early on a Sunday to support Family Tree in such a meaningful (and 



physically exhausting) way was another reminder of the incredible community that 
runs alongside us.  

Thank you for being part of this journey and for helping us continue building safer, 
stronger, and more connected communities for generations to come. 

 

 

COA: THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

Our annual Celebration of Achievement (COA) was a big success thanks to our 
sponsors, our supporters, the Celebrants, and everyone who helped put this 
amazing event together. With 25 sponsors, nearly 370 guests on the list, a great 
paddle raise, and an amazing silent auction, we were able to reach our goal of 
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$210,000, making it our largest COA to date. Most importantly, the event raised 
funds critical to the mission and programs of Family Tree. 

Thank You to Our COA 2026 Sponsors 

  



 

Thank you to our COA 2026 Celebrants 



COA was created to highlight individuals – the Celebrants – and their 
accomplishments during their time with Family Tree. Each Celebrant’s journey is 
unique, yet all have shown courage, strength, and resilience – qualities that inspire 
us all. Congratulations to Heather, Cecelia, Paul, and Adriana and Sam! 

 

View The Celebrant Video on YouTube  

 

Family Tree Learning Hour 2: Shelter, Support, and Stability 

Wednesday, June 24 - 8:30am 

Wheat Ridge Chamber of Commerce  

Celebrating 50 years of service in our community, Family Tree invites you to our 
second in a series of presentations about the work to fulfill our mission.  
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Shelter, Support, and Stability. Join Family Tree for a learning hour focused on 
what homelessness is and what services Family Tree offers to support those 
experiencing homelessness. 

Presenters: 
Ariana Badran, Marshall Street Landing Program Director, Darby Holroyd-
Krone, Connections Program Director, and Miriam Kisarauskas, 
Director of Residential Homelessness Services. 

Snacks and beverages available. 

RSVP Here  

 

 

Run, Family Tree, Run! 

We did it! Family Tree team members, friends, and family participated in the Colfax 
Marathon Relay on Sunday, May 17. We had 25-plus runners (five teams of five 
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plus some additional people doing other events) running legs of a full marathon 
and raising money to support the mission and programs of Family Tree. The 
weather was perfect for running and the event broke records for the number of 
participants. Looking forward to next year!  

Looking Ahead 

Learning Hour – June 24, 2026 

Annual Legislative BBQ – September 10, 2026 

Family Tree 50th Anniversary Breakfast – Fall 2026 

Celebration of Achievement – May 6, 2027 

Colfax Marathon – May 16, 2027 
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