
 

 

  

A Message from CEO Paolo Diaz  

One of the things I am most proud of 
as we move through this season at 
Family Tree is the strength and 
composition of our Board of 
Directors. Over the past year, we 
engaged in a thoughtful recruitment 
process to ensure our governance 
reflects the communities we serve, 
the complexity of our work, and the future we are building together. With the 
recent addition of two new members, the process has officially come to a close, 
though we will always remain open to future opportunities to engage community 
leaders. 

From the outset, I shared that diversifying the Board’s expertise, lived experience, 
and geographic representation across the communities we serve was a priority. 
Today, our Board reflects a wide range of voices and experiences. We are fortunate 
to have members who are serving on a Board for the first time alongside seasoned 
leaders who bring deep governance experience. We have representations from the 
corporate and private sector, government, nonprofit, and philanthropic 
organizations. Our Board includes individuals with expertise in public 
administration, finance, real estate, communications, legal and compliance, 
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human resources, policy, and data and evaluation. Visit our Board page for a 
complete list of our Board of Directors. 

Growing our Board from eight members to 17 was not about the size alone – it was 
about building a leadership body capable of guiding Family Tree through its next 
chapter. The diversity of thought, experience, and community connection around 
the Board table strengthens our insights and decision-making and helps ensure 
that our strategies are informed by professional expertise. I am confident this 
Board will help pave the way for the next 50 years of Family Tree. 

With a strong governance foundation in place, our attention now turns to closing 
the fiscal year strong – including one of the most meaningful nights of the year: our 
annual Celebration of Achievement. This event is not just our largest fundraising 
evening; it is a night to honor the real heart of our work – the resilience, courage, 
and accomplishments of individuals and families who have journeyed with Family 
Tree toward safety, stability, and lasting change. 

While this year’s celebration takes on even greater significance as we mark our 
50th anniversary of service to the community, our focus remains on the true 
celebrants. Our clients are our why. This evening is an opportunity to come 
together, to recognize their successes, and to witness the collective impact we 
create when we support one another.  

I hope you will consider being part of this special evening. Whether you attend, 
sponsor, or help spread the word, your support makes a big difference in the lives 
of individuals and families we serve. I look forward to celebrating alongside you – 
honoring progress, uplifting resilience, and recommitting ourselves to the work 
ahead. 

Thank you for continuing to be a big part of our work. 
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Celebration of Achievement Tickets and Tables 
On Sale Now 

For over 30 years, the annual Celebration of 
Achievement has recognized Family Tree clients 
who were empowered to discover their own 
strengths to create lasting, positive change. We 
will honor the Celebrants for their extraordinary 
achievements at this year's event. 

Join more than 350 business and community 
leaders, board members, supporters, staff, and 
celebrants along with former Bronco, Reggie 
Rivers, who will be serving as this year's emcee 
and auctioneer.  

Bring your best Bronco Fan Spirit as Reggie auctions off an exclusive Bronco 
experience. Details forthcoming, so keep an eye on upcoming communications! 

Sponsorships are still available! Thank you to all our sponsors who have already 
committed their support to this important event! 

 

 

  

Family Tree's 50th Anniversary 

Family Tree began filling service gaps for people affected by 
child abuse and domestic violence in Jefferson County in 
1976 and began offering homelessness services in 1989. 
Today, Family Tree serves the seven-county metro region and 
partners with all people to prevent and overcome the 
interconnected issues of child abuse, domestic violence, 
and homelessness to promote safety, healing, and stability 

across generations.  

How did you connect with Family Tree? Did you participate in our programs, 
volunteer, serve as a board member, or work on our staff? We want to hear from 
you! Share your impact story with us through our story submission form.  
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Join us throughout the year as we celebrate Family Tree's 50th Anniversary! We will 
be sharing stories about our history, people, impact, and future on social media. 
And, stay tuned for events and other activities where you can engage with us again 
throughout the year and help us celebrate this momentous occasion. 

Submit Your Story  

 

 

Get Moving for Family Tree! 

Family Tree is an official Colfax Marathon Charity Partner. The Colfax Marathon 
Relay is one of the most fun team activities in Denver. On May 17, 25 Family Tree 
supporters will run, walk, skip, or shuffle through five different legs of the 
marathon. Consider making a gift to motivate our runners through our Colfax 
Giving Page!  

If you are running the individual Colfax races, you can also select and support 
Family Tree. 

To learn more about registering your own relay team to support Family Tree, visit 
RunColfax.org and contact Robert Ham at rham@thefamilytree.org. 

Support Our Runners  
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Impact In Action: Client Story 

Kiara* came into the Family Tree Homelessness Program from our domestic 
violence shelter very scared and unsure of what options she had, as she was 
disabled and unable to earn income. She gathered the strength to leave an 
abusive situation and seek resources to help her live independently. Within two 
months, she increased her income, was approved for a subsidized housing unit 
with Foothills Regional Housing and has been able to get much needed medical 
care that had been put off due to her previous circumstances. Family Tree’s HOME 
Rapid Rehousing program assisted her with resources needed to move her into an 
apartment. She is now hopeful for her future and is very thankful for the 
wraparound resources and support that she received from Family Tree. 

*Name has been change to protect privacy. 

Events & Recognitions 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month - February 

Child Abuse Prevention Month - April 

Celebration of Achievement - May 7, 2026 
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Colfax Marathon - May 17, 2026  
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