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A Message from CEO Paolo Diaz

It’s hard to believe we are talking about going back to
school already. My daughter is picking up what she
needs to move into her dorm next month, and my son
starts his junior year of high school next week. Like
many families, we are shifting back toward school-year routines, which means
earlier mornings, fuller calendars, and the annual realization that summer went by

much faster than we all expected.

Family Tree is also beginning a new year. July marked the start of our new fiscal
year, which does not typically come with new backpacks or first-day-of-school
pictures on the porch, though we should really consider doing that. It does,
however, give us an opportunity to pause, look back at what we accomplished
together, and think about what comes next.

During the last fiscal year, Family Tree served 6,400 people representing nearly
3,000 households through direct, in-person services. Our team also responded to
more than 12,000 crisis and helpline calls. Across our three residential programs,
we provided 33,595 nights of safe shelter to 905 children, individuals, and families
—nearly 5,000 more nights of safe shelter than the previous year.

Each of these numbers represents much more than a service provided. They
represent a child finding stability, a survivor reaching out for help, or a family



taking another step toward safety and independence. They also represent the
dedication of our staff and the generosity and partnership of so many people like
you throughout our community.

As this new year gets underway, we recognize that our work extends beyond
responding to immediate needs. It includes bringing people together to deepen
understanding of the challenges facing our community and to build lasting
solutions. On September 10, Family Tree will once again co-host our annual
Legislative BBQ alongside some of our nonprofit partners in Jefferson County. This
event brings together elected officials, community partners, and supporters for
conversation about the legislative issues affecting the people we serve, as well as
the funding and policy decisions that shape nonprofit organizations' ability to
respond. These conversations and relationships matter more than ever.

We are also getting ready to welcome the next cohort of Family Tree’s NextGen
group. NextGen is a nine-month experience for people interested in learning more
about Family Tree, nonprofit leadership, philanthropy, and community
engagement. Members will connect, volunteer, and get an inside look at how
nonprofit organizations and boards work. Think of it as professional development,
community involvement, and meeting some great people all rolled into one. We
hope you or someone you know will consider joining NextGen today (see details
below).

A new school year reminds us that learning does not end when we leave the
classroom. There are always new ways to understand our community, strengthen
relationships, and ultimately make a difference. Thank you for continuing to learn,
lead, and work alongside us. We are grateful to have you with us as we begin
another year.




LEGISLATIVE BBQ

Thursday, September 10, 2026 | 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Apex Community Center | Arvada, CO

Connect with candidates, officials, and neighbors to discover how we can mak
a difference in our community.
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Join us at the Legislative BBQ for a unique
opportunity to connect with Jefferson County
Commissioners and other local officials and
candidates. Whether you're a seasoned advocate
or new to civic engagement, this is the perfect
opportunity to voice your concerns and hear
directly from those shaping Jefferson County’s
legislative landscape.

This year's event will feature Adam Burg - Senior
Policy Advisor, Lobbyist, and Political Commentator. Adam’s policy experience
spans health care and Medicaid, transportation and infrastructure, housing,
economic development, taxation, regulatory affairs, and beyond. He is also a
frequent commentator on Colorado politics and public policy and regularly
appears in Colorado media, including PBS12’s Colorado Inside Out.

You’ll also hear from key community organizations—the co-hosts of the event—
including the Developmental Disability Resource Center (DDRC), Family Tree,
Jefferson Center, Seniors Resource Center, and The Action Center. Don't miss this
chance to be part of the conversation shaping our community's future.

This annual event will take place on Thursday, September 10, 4:30-7:00 p.m. at the
Apex Community Recreation Center, 6842 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada 80003.
Register today to join us for a relaxed, insightful evening, where you can discuss
the policies and priorities that impact our community—and enjoy some great
BBQ!
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REGISTER FOR THE LEGISLATIVE BBQ

PEOPLE SERVED
, with direct services
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Family Tree by the Numbers

In fiscal year 2025-2026, Family Tree served 6,400 total clients (2,989 total
households) with direct, in-person services, and responded to an

additional 12,392 crisis and helpline calls. Through our three residential
programs, we assisted 905 clients and provided 33,595 nights of safe shelter to
individuals and families.

Family Tree serves individuals and families experiencing poverty, trauma, and
crisis. The majority of our clients are: female-headed single-caregiver households
(72%) with an average of two children; adults between ages of 36-64 (55%); and
households with annual incomes under $20,000 (87%) at intake. In fiscal year
2025-2026, Family Tree provided direct, in-person services to 6,400 clients,
including 2,878 children and youth, 61% of whom were under 11.

APPLY FOR NEXTGEN: Your Next Step in Philanthropy and Nonprofit
Engagement

Are you ready to engage on a philanthropic journey with Family Tree and explore
what it means to more deeply involved in a nonprofit? The NextGen Group
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(NextGen) invites people who are seeking to do more with Family Tree while
learning more about nonprofit engagement and leadership.

NextGen is a cohort of 12-15 members who meet once a month for nine months in
connection and learning sessions beginning Wednesday October 7, 2026,
NextGen members participate in volunteer projects, social activities, and engages
in other ways to support the programs and mission of Family Tree.

Prospective members are invited to apply now through September 18, 2026.
Members are selected based on their passion for the mission of Family Tree,

willingness to engage in and support nonprofit work, and a commitment to making
a difference. ALL professional levels are encouraged to apply.

Family Tree's Most Needed Items:

Thank you for your continued support
in meeting the essential needs of our
clients. Donations of these much-
needed items make an immediate,
meaningful difference for the
individuals and families we serve.

To schedule a time to drop off your
donations, please email
donations@thefamilytree.org.

Fill our g"f'; f’l"{zjfﬂm A’{[({é

Because of storage and staffing capacity, we require all items to be NEW,

unopened, and unexpired. Please visit www.thefamilytree.org/needs-Llist for
items we CANNOT accept.

Current Needs List

Food - unexpired shelf-stable food — Barilla Ready Pasta, pasta sauce, cereal
cups, ramen cups and packets, beef/turkey jerky, peanut butter, jelly/jam, pull-top
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canned food - soups/tuna/chicken, instant rice, instant mashed potatoes,
Hamburger Helper, mac & cheese, bottled water, high-protein shakes, electrolyte
water

Household —twin-size sheet sets, twin-size comforters, washable bed pillows,
bath towels, wash cloths, all-purpose cleaner, sponges, laundry soap, dish soap,
toilet paper, paper towels, tissues

Hygiene items —full & travel-size shampoo/conditioner for all hair types, body
wash, body lotion, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, combs/brushes, hair ties,
sunscreen, after-sun lotion

Baby/toddler items - first-aid kits, retractable gates, pressure-mounted gates,
sippy cups, toddler dish-sets, diaper wipes

Underwear/bras/socks — 100% cotton underwear (sizes small - XXL) for women,
men, and children, socks (all sizes) for women, men, and children, bras (all sizes)

Shoes - house shoes - slippers, flip flops, sneakers for men, women, and children
Gift cards

Increments of $25 to Walmart and King Soopers preferred.

*Please attach a gift receipt with the amount for each gift card*

Please mail/ship gift cards to Family Tree, Development, 3805 Marshall St, Wheat
Ridge, CO 80033 or email donations@thefamilytree.org for a donation
appointment.

Every donation helps, however big or small! Thank you for supporting our programs
and the clients we serve.


mailto:donations@thefamilytree.org

Follow Our Socials!

Follow Family Tree's revitalized social
media pages on Facebook and
LinkedIn.

Mailing address:
Family Tree

3805 Marshall Street

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 FamilyTree
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